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Reflections from
the Pulpit

Courageous for the Faith: The Five Solas of the
Reformation

This October, our church continued the Reformation sermon series,
Courageous for the Faith, exploring the Five Solas that defined the
Protestant Reformation: Scripture Alone, Christ Alone, Grace Alone, Faith
Alone, and to the Glory of God Alone. These truths are not just history,
they’re the heartbeat of the gospel we proclaim today.

We began with “Always Reforming According to God’s Word” from 2
Timothy 3:14-17, reminding us that Scripture Alone is the sure foundation
of the church. God’s Word remains sufficient and authoritative for every
part of life, our conscience must stand captive to it, as Luther declared.

Next came “Solus Christus — Christ Alone” from John 14:6. Jesus’ words,
‘I am the way, the truth, and the life,” echo the Reformers’ cry that
salvation is found in no one else. Zwingli boldly preached that Christ alone
opens the way to the Father—no ritual or good work can add to His
finished work on the cross.

Then we turned to “Sola Gratia — Grace Alone” from Luke 15:11-24,
seeing in the prodigal’s father a portrait of the God who runs to the
unworthy. Grace is not earned or measured—it’s freely given by a Father
who embraces sinners before they can finish their apology.

Finally, in “Sola Fide — Faith Alone” from Luke 15:25-32, we learned that
both the rebellious and the self-righteous need the same Savior. Faith
alone humbles pride and brings joy, resting not in what we do but in what
Christ has done for us.

As we prepare for the final two messages—Sola Scriptura and Soli Deo
Gloria—many have shared how deeply this series has stirred their faith.
Members and even online listeners from other churches have expressed
gratitude for the clear call to return to the gospel. One wrote, “It feels like
the Reformation is happening again in our hearts.”

May that renewal continue, always reforming, always returning to God’s
Word, standing on Christ, resting in grace, living by faith, and glorifying
God alone.



Pastoral Visits and Shepherding

This month has been filled with meaningful visits and fellowship around God’s Word, good food, and
prayer.

We were blessed to host Merrie Beth Den Boer, Harold Wykstra, and his daughter Cheri with her
husband Brian for a Walleye and Filipino noodle meal. We prayed especially for Brian and Cheri’s
safe drive back to Texas. The following week Harold helped us with the Yellow Jackets outside our
house and then we had coffee and talked about some of his theological questions. | was glad to
answer them and thought that it's a good example of how teaching and discipleship can also happen
outside the church.

We also enjoy regular visits from Betty, who shared updates about Paul’s health. He had two recent
falls, thankfully not severe, and they now have weekly home visits from caregivers to assist with
Paul’s needs.

We hosted Antonio and Sylvia Villegas with their two children for dinner and prayer before their flight
back to Guatemala the following week.

A retired minister and his wife graciously invited JC and me to their home, offering wise mentoring
and pastoral encouragement for ministry.

We enjoyed a lovely morning with Dean and Carolyn, complete with coffee and Carolyn’s homemade
Apple Crisp. Later that day, we visited Glenn and Nancy the day before their trip to Europe. We talked
about health, family, and their plans to spend the winter in Arizona, and prayed for Carolyn’s
pacemaker appointment the following week.

It was also a privilege to attend my first Classis meeting in Kalamazoo, where | reported on the well-
being of East Martin CRC. The delegates were encouraged by the news of our growing membership
and the new families attending our services. | was also able to connect with several pastors in Classis
and look forward to future conversations about gospel partnership.

Finally, we visited Doug and Mary Vander Meulen before their trip to Chattanooga and Arizona. They
kindly sent us home with delicious cream puffs—a sweet reminder of their hospitality and friendship.

Looking Ahead

Next month, we look forward with joy and gratitude as we witness another adult baptism (Cece) and a
profession of faith (Henry). We praise God for their decision to publicly confess Christ and become
communicant members of our church family.

November will also be our Missions Month. Each Sunday, we will hear from various mission and
ministry organizations as they share how God is at work locally and globally. These presentations will
encourage us to partner with them through prayer and financial support as we continue to take part in
Christ's Great Commission.

As we conclude our Reformation sermon series, we will begin our Advent series on November 30,
journeying through the story of Christ’s birth throughout the month of December. May this coming
season renew our wonder and worship for the God who came near—our Savior, Jesus Christ.



In Contact
With Council

Dennis read from Genesis 6:5 - 9, had
devotions on finding favor and opened with
prayer.

¢ Minutes from the October 14 Council
meeting were read. A motion to approve
passed.
+ Deacons’ report:
Envelopes will be placed in the pew
racks for Thanksgiving Day.
General Fund is 14% behind, Ministry
Shares is 31% behind. The offering
schedule was presented. A motion to
approved passed.
¢ Evangelism Outreach:
Faith Promise for the Walkers will to go
to Angie.
+ Education Committee:
Thirteen boys attend Cadets with four
dads helping. Fourteen girls attend
GEMS. Amy has six teen helpers.
¢ Building and Grounds
Hand railing is installed.
¢ There were three Council visits made.
Additional names were added to the list.
¢ Old business: Visa—May 19 is still the
plan.
¢+ New business: October is Pastor
Appreciation month. Dennis will present a
card and gift card to Pastor Joel and JC.
+ Looking into new printer for the church
office. Don is going to check into it.
¢ A motion to adjourn passed.
+ Dave closed with prayer and has devotions
on November 11.

Daylight Savings Time ends on November 2.

Praying for the Nation: Iran

Population: 92,322,000
People Groups: 95 (85 unreached)
Christian Adherents: 1.8%

1.

Young at Heart

Young at Heart met for the last
time this season on Thursday,

Pray for the unreached people groups —
Out of 95 groups in Iran, 85 remain
unreached. Ask the Lord to open doors for
the gospel to be shared clearly and
courageously, and for hearts to be
softened to hear and believe His Word.
Pray for the persecuted church — Many
believers in Iran face imprisonment,
isolation, and persecution for their faith.
Pray for strength, protection, and boldness
for those who meet secretly, and that their
steadfast witness would bring others to
Christ.

Pray for spiritual awakening — Ask God to
reveal Himself through Scripture, dreams,
and faithful Christian testimony. Pray that
many will turn from fear and false religion
to the freedom and forgiveness found in
Jesus Christ.

Pray for transformation and peace — Lift up
Iran’s leaders and people, asking that
truth, justice, and compassion will prevail.
Pray that the next generation would
encounter the gospel and become agents
of peace and renewal in their nation.

Pray for missionaries and mission
organizations — Uphold those who serve in
or near Iran—mission agencies, Bible
translators, online ministries, and radio/TV
broadcasters—who work tirelessly to bring
God’s Word and encouragement to Iranian
believers. Pray for divine protection,
wisdom, and fruitfulness in their labor for
the gospel.

October 16.

We were blessed to have Julie and the
Kindergarten through 4th grade students from
East Martin Christian sing for us. It was a
delight to see their smiles and hear them sing.

Thank you, Julie and students, for brightening
our day.



It's been 20 months since | was diagnosed
with AML (Acute Myeloid Leukemia). Since
then, we have had a lot of ups and

downs. But with your prayers and God’s grace
we are now on the Survivorship program.

We would like to thank you for all your prayers
and support. Please continue to pray for us.

— Les and Rena Lynema

A big thank you to Renee, Karen, Jen, Wilma,
Jeanine, Linda, Lorraine, Cindy, Brooke, Deb,
Darlene and Marcia who made cookies,
provided Clif Bars and candy bars, wrote cards
to our young people and helped pack the
boxes and plates.

We sent 5 pound boxes to Jonah, Kendra and
Luke and provided 15 plates to our local young
adults.

Thanks so much for your help.

Thanksgiving Day
Breakfast

Serving from 8 to 9:15 am.

Everyone is invited to come enjoy pancakes,
breakfast casseroles, sausage links, apple
juice and coffee before the Thanksgiving Day
service.

Come enjoy the fellowship and support the
High School Youth Group.

Thanksgiving
Offering
Envelopes

The Deacons have placed envelopes for the
Thanksgiving Day offering in our pew racks.
You can select from several options listed or
add your own. Any monies not designated will
be used for the General Fund.

Food
Drive

We will be able to participate in a food drive for
Martin Resource Center on Thanksgiving Day.
Please bring staple foods for MARC on
Thanksgiving Day morning.

Christmas Card Service

The High School Youth Group will provide a
Christmas card delivery service beginning the
first Sunday of Advent, November 30. Just
place your Christmas cards, along with your
donations, in the basket by the church
mailboxes. The cards will be delivered to the
proper mailboxes by the Youth Group.



\( Check Out What’s

New in our Library

CANYONS OF DECEIT— DIANN MILLS
Suspense novel

WHEN THE DAY COMES—GABRIELLE
MEYER (Book #1) Timeless—Historical—
Interesting

IN THIS MOMENT—GABRIELLE MEYER
(Book # 2) Timeless

SPLENDOR OF THE LAND—CONNILYN
COSSETTE (The King’s Men # 3)

THE FORCE—-CHRIS FABRY This book is
about the Power of PRAYER and the
transformation only God can achieve.
DARK DESIGN—NANCY MEHL (Erin
Delaney Mysteries # 2)

THESE BLUE MOUNTAINS—-SARAH
LOUDIN THOMAS

Martin Area
Resource Center

When grocery shopping in November, please
remember the needs of those less fortunate in
our community. In November they need the
following:

Soup, canned tomatoes, chili, beans, crackers
(saltines, oyster, etc). spaghetti and sauce,
tea and hot cocoa, boxed meals and foods,
stuffings, rice mixes, etc.

Butterscotch Lush

Crust:

3 cups chocolate graham cracker crumbs
3 Tbsp light brown sugar

10 Tbsp butter melted

Second Layer:

8 0z. cream cheese

1 cup powdered sugar

1 cup Cool Whip (from 9 oz container)

Third Layer:
2 small boxes instant butterscotch pudding
3 1/2 cups milk (or half and half)

Fourth Layer:
Cool Whip

Crust: Combine the graham cracker crumbs,
brown sugar and melted butter. Press firmly
into a 9x13 pan. Place in freezer for 20
minutes.

Second Layer: Mix cream cheese and
powdered sugar thoroughly. Add Cool Whip
and spread on cooled crust.

Third Layer: Mix pudding and milk together.
Spread on second layer.

Fourth Layer: Cover with remainder of large
container of Cool Whip. Sprinkle nuts on top.
Refrigerate.




Tithes and Offerings for

September

General Fund $ 9,095.01
Ministry Shares 1,582.00
Faith Promise

Shaarda 269.00

Smit 143.00

Tiemeyer 168.00
East Martin Christian School 2,887.12
Reframe Ministries/Back to God 336.00
Christian Neighbors 206.00
SON-Life Camp 265.01
Pine Rest 457.00
Total $15,408.14

Offering Schedule for November

November 2: AM—General Fund/Ministry
Shares; PM—International Campus Ministries
November 9: AM—East Martin GEMS; PM—
GEMS International

November 16: AM—East Martin Christian
School; PM—Mel Trotter Mission

November 23: AM—General Fund/Ministry
Shares; PM—Rehoboth Christian School
November 27: Thanksgiving envelopes
November 30: AM—General Fund/Ministry
Shares; PM—Bible League

Before they pray ...
Before they believe ...
Before they can hear ...

domeone
must tell them.

that bring Good Mews!

Greeters

November 2: AM—Bruce Mejeur, Kevin
Bouman; PM—Keith & Deb Smit

November 9: AM—GEMS, Doug DeMann;
PM—Bruce & Sue Tiemeyer

November 16: AM—Dave & Jean Mejeur,
Dennis DeYoung; PM—Henry & Nancy
Tuinstra

November 23: AM—Tom Rook, Wayne Leep;
PM—Dave & Karen Misner

Thanksgiving: Don & Nancy Smith, Dave
Misner

November 30: AM—Bill & Bonnie Snook,
Cameron Tuinstra; PM—Scott & Jen Tuinstra

Ushers

November 2: Dave Mejeur, Tom Rook, Keith
Smit

November 9: GEMS

November 16: Toby Smith, Bruce Tiemeyer,
Henry Tuinstra

November 23: Henry M Tuinstra, Scott
Tuinstra, Luke Watson

Thanksgiving: Dean VanderMeulen, Tom
Westendorp, Bruce Aukema

November 30: Seth Watson, Randy Bouman,
Joe DeKoekkoek

Nursery

November 2: Laura DeMaagd

November 9: Riley and Addison Tuinstra
November 16: Jessica Tucker

November 23: Rebekah Westendorp
November 30: Jen, Violet, Willow Tuinstra

Library

November 2: Nancy Tuinstra
November 9: Carolyn VanderMeulen
November 16: Linda DeYoung
November 23: Ida Westendorp
November 30: Rena Lynema



