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Our Pastor's Perspective

SAVE GAS

You have probably noticed the price of gasoline
lately. Who hasn't? It keeps climbing! I+ makes us look for ways
to save a few pennies where ever we can. We will look for ways
that we can ride together to events taking place. People will ad-
just their vacation plans to involve less driving. Some may even
curtail their recreational choices.

The April Readers Digest had an article that caught my eye enti-
tled, "Ease on down the Road" with the subtitle, "How far can a
gallon of gas go?" I was curious, so I read the article by Dennis
Gaffney about a “hyper-miler”, Wayne Gerdes, who changed his
driving habits following 9-11 to reduce our dependence upon Mid-
dle East oil. Inone contest to see who could get the most miles
per gallon of gas with a conventional car, he got a whopping 150
miles per gallon. His secret? Not a secret ingredient additive:
not a special carburetor that has been designed by a rogue me-
chanic. He simply drives consciously aware of every drop of gaso-
line he uses. Knowing that starting and stopping uses the most
gas, he starts slowly, and anticipates the places where he will
have to stop and slows down long before he has to use his brakes.
He avoids the sharp stops and starts, sticks to the speed limit
(or under), avoids the AC and coasts where he can.

I was impressed by the article, so I thought I would give it a try.
I had fo go to Three Rivers so I used that as my test. I usually
get around 30-31 mpg with my Passat and I have a feature with
my vehicle that monitors the mpg as we drive as well as the aver-
age for the trip. I operated in the usual manner, except I accel-
erated slowly and tried to watch the lights and traffic ahead of
me to anticipate when I would have to slow down or stop. I drove
at and below speed limit, 65-66 mph on US131. T stayed in the



right lane, slowing down for vehicles en-
tering the highway and allowing people to
pass me up. I watched the monitor to get
optimum mpg, feathering my accelerator
to maintain speed without having to accel-
erate much. On the 94 mile round trip I
got 37.5 mpg. I was amazed at what a dif-
ference it made.

Now you have to understand this has not
been my usual manner of driving. Usually
I'm a bit more aggressive. I keep up with
the flow of traffic, if not leading it along.
T usually find myself looking to conquer
the vehicles ahead of me. If another ve-
hicle is entering my highway, I will move
over or speed up to stay ahead. I watch
the traffic and if it looks like a car coming
up behind me could block me behind the
slow vehicle ahead of me, I'll speed up and
change lanes to keep ahead of the flow.
Sometimes I catch myself going faster
than the speed limit and faster than T
should.

But all of that takes more fuel, and in
these days of increasing fuel costs, that
means it costs more money. Just doing
things a little differently, makes quite a
little difference. So if you see me driving
down the street, driving uncharacteristi-
cally slower than usual, it is not that T
have entered the age of geezer-hood, but
I am putting into practice something that
may make a difference, providing a little
more fuel for others.

A couple days ago, Linda came home from
a trip to Plainwell and said she got an av-
erage of 39 mpg. Wow! Now I wonder if
T can do even better.

5 In Contact
With Council

Dan Jager read from Romans 8 and
opened with prayer.

Minutes of the March 11 meeting were
read and approved.

Pastor's report: A. Several hospital
and home visits were made. B. Pre-
pared and preached 10 sermons, a
chapel at EMCS and 1 funeral; lead 3
catechism and 4 profession of faith
classes. C. Attended meeting in Kala-
mazoo for lunch and book study and
also several committee meetings.
Deacon’s Report: A. Offering sched-
ule for May was approved. B. Had a
visitor from Christian Neighbors.
They are going to build a new facility
in Otsego. C. CRCNA sent us a report
indicating that we are behind in our
ministry share giving. However, fol-
lowing examination we are actually
ahead in our giving.

Committee Reports: A. Worship—
Motion to approve names for possible
committee replacement (Karen Misner,
Julie Wubben, Joanne Mejeur, Jason
Westendorp, Linda Weeda, Merrie
Beth DenBoer and Bill Snook.) Ap-
proved. B. Education—1. Motion made
to pay for youth retreat expenses for
Scott and Becky Rillema. C. Evangel-
ism—World Missions is having a con-
ference at Brookside CRC on April 19
inGR. 2. Recommending we support



two new missionary families; i.e., Josh
and Mandy Shaarda in Soroti, Uganda
and Chip and Audrey Nightingale with
Nehemiah Network. Motion approved.
Old Business: Only 3 council visits were
reported on.

New Business: A. Budget was pre-
sented for 2008-2009 and approved. B.
Classis will be held on Tuesday, May 13
at River Walk CRC in Battle Creek.
Delegates are Pastor Jake and John
DenBoer. Alternates are Ralph Suk and
Dennis DeYoung. B. Lorraine VanDen-
Berg is stepping down as music direc-
tor—need to find a replacement — will
put announcement in bulletin.

Mutual censure was performed.

Motion to adjourn at 9:30. Pastor Jake
closed with prayer.

Keith and Loretta Fennema

We celebrated our 40™ wedding anniversary
this past December. We met in 1963 when
Keith's parents moved to Montana from
Moline, MI. We dated our senior year and
after graduation Keith worked a year on a
ranch to get enough money fo go to Dordt
College. The following year he left for
Dordt and I stayed home and started work-
ing at the local hospital. Out of money,
Keith returned and elected to go to Mon-
tana State his sophomore year. We decided

to get married and it is important to note
that Keith needed his dad's signature to get
married for he was not yet old enough. We
got married during Christmas break and
lived in a two-story army barracks for
$28.50 a month. I made $1.05 as a nurse's
aid at the hospital. We managed to save
enough money the next 2 years to return to
Dordt for Keith's senior year. After
graduation he taught 6™ grade at Manhat-
tan Christian School. Meanwhile the Viet
Nam War was going strong, I was pregnant,
and Keith's draft number of 167 was
reached before we could turn around. Uncle
Sam wanted him, so he joined the National
Guard. Rachel was born, Keith took a leave
from teaching, and went to basic training in
New Jersey.

The next years flew by. We had two more
kids and bought a house. Keith had Guard
meetings, was deacon and then elder, and
also coached basketball. In the middle
somewhere Keith took a sabbatical from
teaching and got his master’s degree at
Montana State. I had a house cleaning busi-
ness at the time. He started a doctoral
program and got an additional 18 hours to
become an administrator. For recreation we
spent time skiing, fishing, and camping with
our kids.

Out of the blue we received a call from East
Martin Christian School; they needed a
principal. We answered God's call and here
we are. Now our major hobbies are visiting
and spoiling our 4 grandsons. Two are in
Crestline, Ohio and two live in Tulsa, Okla-
homa. Our youngest son and his wife live in
Grand Rapids. We still travel to visit my
folks in Montana. In looking back, we can
definitely affirm that our Lord has blessed
us greatly.



TION
MOT-
PRO- SUNDAY

This year Promotion Sunday will be held on
May 4. During the service, the Sunday
school students will provide the congrega-
tion with some special music. Promotion
Sunday is a celebration for those in 2"
grade as they will be moving on to Cate-
chism next year. Each student will receive a
new Bible to help them in their future stud-
ies. Those receiving Bibles this year are:
Ally DeYoung, Kyle Leep, Ben Tiemeyer,
Trayton Tuinstra, Lily VanElderen, and Re-
bekah Westendorp.

The Education Committee would like o
thank all those who made this education
year a success. A special thank you to the
teachers, helpers, counselors, leaders and
anyone else who helped out in the various
educational programs here this past year.

Cadet
Pinewood
Derby

On the evening of March 26, the Cadets
held their annual Cadet derby in conjunction
with the GEMS, and the Cadets from Cove-
nant United Reformed Church of Kalamazoo.
A great evening of racing was enjoyed by a
rather good size crowd. With some last

minute throwing together of some cars, we
had a count of forty-five kids ready to do
battle. Thanks to a raised stage, the view
was improved significantly. Through the
night lane 3 seemed fo be more than one
kids demise, definitely not the lane of
choice.

Close to a couple hours later the racing was
complete. For the second straight year the
victory went to Zach Klomparens of the
Covenant group, with Brooke Leep placing
second, and Tom Oord, also of the Covenant
group, coming home third. Mitch Westen-
dorp threw a “wrench” at the competition
taking home honors for best of show. All
kidding aside, the car was in the actual
shape of an of fset open end wrench!

Thank you to all those who helped out. A
special thank you to Mike and Les Lynema,
Eric Bouman, and Joe DeKoekkoek. Without
you it wouldn't be possible. See you all again
next year!

Graduation

Anyone from our church zf />
who has or will be 7
graduating during the
current school year from 8™ grade, high
school or college, please contact a member
of the ECHOES staff by the next copy
deadline so the graduation information will
be correct.  Thank You!




Congratulations to Lee and Alicia Korringa
on the birth of their new baby girl. Ellie
Jean was born on March 12 at Spectrum
Health in Grand Rapids. She weighed 8
pounds, 3 ounces and was

193 inches long. The proud

grandparents are Hank and (XTI

Judy Korringa.

Our best wishes to Joel
and Jennifer DeYoung on
the birth of their son,
Jacob Daniel. Jacob was
born on Easter Sunday,
March 23 at Borgess Hospital in Kalamazoo.
He weighed 8 pounds, 9 ounces and meas-
ured 20 1/2 inches in length. His siblings,
Sara and Samuel, welcomed him homel

Joel and Mechelle Shaarda are pleased to
announce the birth of their son. Eric John
arrived on Tuesday, April 8 at 5:15 a.m. at
Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids. He
weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces and measured
19 inches long. Mallory and Emma are really
happy about their new baby brother. Con-
gratulations to all the Shaarda's.

Unanswered Questions

Why do croutons come in airtight packages?
Aren't they just stale bread to begin with?

If Fed Ex and UPS were to merge, would
they call it Fed UP?

Do Lipton Tea employees take “coffee
breaks"?

Strawberry-Rhubarb
Cream Dessert

2 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup chopped pecans

1 cup butter, melted

+ cup sugar

Topping:
1 cup brown sugar, packed
3 tablespoons cornstarch
5 cups chopped fresh or frozen rhubarb
1 cup sliced fresh strawberries
1 8oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened
1 cup confectioners’ sugar
4 cups heavy whipping cream, whipped, di-
vided
Additional brown sugar, optional

In a small bowl, combine the flour, pecans,
butter and sugar. Press info a greased 9 x
13 x 2 inch baking dish. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 18 - 20 minutes or until golden
brown. Cool on wire rack.

In a large saucepan, combine brown sugar
and cornstarch. Stir in rhubarb until com-
bined. Bring to a boil over medium heat,
stirring often. Reduce heat; cook and stir
for 4 - 5 minutes or until thickened. Re-
move from heat; cool. Stir in strawberries.

In a small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese
and confectioner's sugar until smooth. Fold
in 1 cup whipped cream. Spread over crusft,
top with rhubarb mixture. Spread with re-
maining whipped cream. Refrigerate for 3 -
4 hours before serving. Garnish with addi-
tional brown sugar if desired. Yield: 12
servings.



Many thanks for all your
prayers and encouraging
words during my recent
surgery. Our thanks to
Pastor Weeda for coming
to the hospital and shar-
ing the Word of God. Thank you too to the
Young at Heart group that prayed and sent
the beautiful card. God is our God of
miracles!

Love, Steve and Mary DeMann

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and
well wishes on my behalf. We appreciate
you all.

Floss and Harold Tuinstra

Thanks to Pastor Weeda and congregation
on my behalf when I went through another
operation. Prayer is very powerful; there
were so many people who said to me “we will
pray for you" and also on the cards they
sent. Even the Sunday school teacher and
kids made their own cards for me. Thank
you, boys and girls. But above all, T thank
my Heavenly Father for healing me so fast.
There is a book here in the church library
called "The Heavenly Man". It's a true story
- everybody should read it.

Sincerely, Grace Mulder

To the East Martin Family,
Thank you for the lovely peace lily. It's
very much appreciated. Thank you also for
the prayers and visits to our mom. We ap-
preciate those who were able to attend the
visitation and funeral.

Judi, Nancy and Sandy

Family of Beth Slack

Dear Church Family,
I was over-whelmed by the response I re-
ceived from you all for my mission trip. It
was indeed a learning and growing exper:i-
ence, and it was helpful to know I was sur-
rounded by people praying for me from back
home. I am still very confident in my call to
ministry wherever it may lead. I thank you
all again from the bottom of my heart. God
bless you.

Amy (Lynema) Forsman

Dear Friends at East Martin CRC,
Thank you so much for your recent financial
donation to Christian Neighbors. Your sup-
port is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely, Christian Neighbors Board,
Staff and volunteers

Christian
Reformed
World
Relief
Committee

Three months of unusually heavy rainfall
has flooded the coastal lowlands of Ecuador.
Crops, roads, and homes have been de-
stroyed; 14,000 people have been forced to
live in temporary shelters. Stagnant water
and contaminated wells are leading to out-
breaks of infection and disease. CRWRC is
distributing mosquito nets, and food aid to
help families in 14 remote communities. For
more information about CRWRC('s disaster
relief effort in Ecuador, and around the
world visit www.crwrc.org.




GREETERS

May 4: am., Scott and Becky Rillema, Don
Smith; p.m., Steve and Jeanine VanderKam.
May 11: am., Ralph and Luanne, Bruce Me-
jeur; p.m., Jim and Sena Scholten.

May 18: am., Dan and Terri Jager, Ralph
Suk; p.m., George and Ruth Fennema.

May 25: Bob and Kim Haveman, Keith
Smit; p.m., Ellie and Vonnie Wykstra.

USHERS

May 4: Michael Leep, Wes Leep, Doug
VanDerMeulen.

May 11: Robert Leep, Doug DeMann, Rich
Grevenstuk

May 18: Dave Misner, Geri VanElderen,
John VanDerMeulen.

May 25: Keith Smit Family.

NURSERY

May 4: a.m., Joanne Mejeur, Jenny Me-
jeur, Megan Westendorp: p.m., Denise and
Brooke Leep.

May 11: am., Mary Bouman, Christine De-
Jager, Jackie Klaasen; p.m., Deb and Ann
Smit.

May 18: am., Sue and Angela Tiemeyer,
Jesse Damsteegt; p.m., Sheri and Rose
VanElderen.

May 25: a.m., Jeanine VanderKam, Hannah
Damsteegt, Lacey Smith; p.m., Julie and
Leah Wubben.

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP
May 4: Denise Leep, Angie Tiemeyer,
Cheryl DeJager.

LIBRARY

May 4: am., Ida Westendorp; p.m., Leah
Wubben.

May 11: am., Nancy Tuinstra; p.m., Angie
Tiemeyer.

May 18: am., Betty DeJager; p.m., April
Wubben.

May 25: am., Carolyn VanderMeulen; p.m.,
Megan Westendorp.

Financial Report

for March

General Fund $11,299.97
Ministry Shares 2,639.00
Building Expansion Fund 1538.25
Faith Promise:

DeYoung 189.17

Meyer 189.17

Kiekover 72.50

E. M. Missions 189.16
Education Assistance 484.00
Benevolence 698.26
E. M. Christian School 1,118.50
E. M. Chr. High School 367.00
Sunday School 11457
Sr. High Youth Group 990.00
Guatemala 964.95
GEMS 43431
Cadets 40.00
World Missions 287.10
Total March Offerings $21,615.91

Totals to Date

General Fund - Ideal $119,500.00
General Fund - Actual 116,738.32
General Fund - Under $ 2,761.68
Ministry Shares - Ideal $51,071.40
Ministry Shares - Actual 40,430.01
Ministry Shares - Under $10,641.39



Birthdays
1 Rev. Wayne DeYoung (missionary)
2 Leah VandenBerg
3 Mary Bouman
Jim Browneye, Sr.
5 Ron VanDenBerg
6 Brittany Jager
8 Tressa DeMann
Montana Oftis
Adam Rook
Leah Wubben
10 Matt Double
11 Joyce Kayim
13 Toby Smith
Rob VandenBerg
14 Nancy VanDerHeide
15 Nick VanDerHeide
16 Randy Bouman
Elijah DeVries
19 Janet Browneye
Judy Korringa
20  Cassandra Leep
21 Russ Quick
23 Kim Haveman
24 Phyllis VanDorp
25  Amanda Boss
Bob Katje
26 Wayne Leep
27  Lorraine VanDenBerg
28 Laura Westendorp
30 Jim DeYoung
31 Dave Mejeur

Anniversaries

11
13

Jim and Sena Scholten
Dennis and Michele Boss
Rod and Peggy Bourdo

Jim and Ruth Mejeur

Cory and Ashley Lindsey
Harold and Kathy Wykstra

19 Joel and Jennifer DeYoung
20 Mark and Melanie Suk

23 George and Kathy Adrianson
24 Bill and Bonnie Snook

29 Tom and Deb Rook

31 Jason and Kathy Westendorp

Back to God Hour

Pray for the opportunity to reach people in
Kisangani, a strategic city in Congo, with
The Back to God Hour French radio broad-
casts. The challenges there are great.
During the latest civil war women suffered
great abuse. Pray that our partnerships
with local churches will bring hope and heal-
ing to this region.

Home Missions

Campus Ministry: For many colleges and
universities across Canada and the United
States, the end of another year is here.
Please pray for the 23 Christian Reformed
Home Missions-supported campus ministers,
that they may continue to connect with
young people on campuses throughout the
summer months. Pray, too, that God will
give campus ministers guidance as they look
for new ways to reach youth.

Please join us in praying for more workers
for “the harvest" (Matt. 9:38). Many CRC
congregations throughout North America
are currently seeking pastors.



